Zhe Gospel Messenger. 


“Tt was needful to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3. 


«J will take no man’s liberty of judging from him; neither shall any man take mine from me.”’ 
Chillingu orth. 
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FOR THE GOSPEE. MESSENGER. 


SERMON NO. XIV. 


4 Sermon, delivered at Macon, at the opening of the Convention of the Diocess of Geor- 
gia, on Monday, April 2Ath, 1826. By the Rev. HuGun Suiru, A. M. Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, Augusta. 


Puc. i. 27. 
“With one mind, striving together for the faith of the Gospel.” 


INTERESTING, my brethren, are the circumstances under which we are 
now assembled. In a place, where but a few years since, was heard the yell 
of the untutored savage; a place, which, but as yesterday, was a wilderness. 
We have now met together, to unite our prayers and our efforts for the dif- 
fusion of that Gospel, which is designed to make “the wilderness and the 
solitary place, rejoice and blossom as the rose.” Obtuse must be the mind 
that does not perceive, and cold the heart that does not feel, the force of the 
associations connected with this thought; for they are peculiarly calculated 
totouch and quicken christian sensibilities, to give ardour and efficiency to 
christian effort. 

In endeavouring to discharge the duty assigned to him on an occasion so 
deeply interesting, your preacher, brethren, has selected, as leading to appro- 
priate reflections, the language of St. Paul to his beloved Philippian converts, 
already recited as our text, “Striving together for the faith of the Gospel” — 
language, admirably closing a concise, but comprehensive summary of duties, 
essential to the harmony and welfare of a christian body. 

The advice it contains, is evidently predicated on the assumption, that 
“the faith of the Gospel” would be attacked by some, and ought to be de- 
fended by others of our race; an assumption, which the whole subsequent 
history of christianity proves to have been fully warranted. It has met the 
revilings and assaults of ungodly and mistaken men. It has required, and 
blessed be God, has received the support of those who loved the truth. God, 
indeed, might have prevented the opposition of the one, and dispensed with 
the aid of the other. Such, however, has not been his good pleasure; and 
while by his permission enemies continue to assail, the friends of the Gospel 
cannot be excused from the imperious obligation of “striving together for the 
faith of the Gospel.” ~ 

In enforcing that obligation, it is proposed, 

1. To consider it in its reference to christianity generally. 
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2. To show how this faith of the Gospel is to be more particularly ascer- 
tained; and how far the precept of the text is then obligatory. 

3. To show how we are to strive for it. 

First, then, in reference to christianity generally, taken as an whole. 
we are to strive together against those who openly oppose its truth, and en. 
deavour to undermine its foundation. In this general defence of its leading 
facts and doctrines, in this general endeavour to stem the current of infidelity, 
all who believe in the Saviour, may, and can, unite. It is an object which js. 
or which ought to be, equally dear to them all. ‘Their “common salvation.” 
as the Apostle styles it, is involved. Their common Saviour is blasphemed. 
The one God and Father of them all, is insulted. The ark, in which are 
deposited the archives of their common origin, the records of their common 
faith, and the titles of their common inheritance, is beset by the enemy; and 
strange would it be, if with this community of interests, of hopes, and of dy- 
ties, they should not all be willing to “go forth to the help of the Lord.” 

In regard, however, to this general obligation to contend for the fuith, 
there is no difference of sentiment. ‘The records of the past, attest that jt 
has been universally felt. Masterly vindications of an aspersed an: insult. 
ed Gospel, have been confined to no denomination or sect of christians. Con- 
vincing reasonings have been indited by many different minds, which, per- 
haps, searcely held one sentiment in common, save the grand truth, that Je. 
sus was the anointed of the Father, and his Gospel, “the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God unto salvation.” 

When the scoffer has intrenched himself behind the puny defences of par- 
tial learning, and of “philosophy, falsely so called,” and has thence “shot 
forth his arrows, even bitter words,” against the fortress of truth, many who 
never walked together before, have, with one mind, and one spirit, gone forth 
to drive him from his position, and to snap in sunder the chords of his bow. 

A Celsus would have written down the early faith of Christ, but there was 
an Origen to meet him. A Porphyry entered into the lists against the Sa- 
viour; but it was only to be discomfited before an Host of eariy champions 
in his cause. In modern days, similar attempts have been made, with simi- 
lar results. A Shaftesbury would have ridiculed the christian world out of 
its belief; but a Berkeley, a Warburton, and a Brown, taught him that the 
subject was too serious for merriment, and caused his taunts to recoil upon 
himself. An Hume brought to the tottering cause of scepticism, the sup- 

orts of ingenious subtlety and metaphysical acumen; but these seeming pil- 
Lose of the frail fabvic, fell before the strong arm of a Leland and a Campbell, 
even like the pillars of the Philistine Temple, in the grasp of Sampson. A 
Gibbon dexterously interwove into the beauteous texture of his narrative, the 
poison-steeped threads of sceptical insinuation; but there were not wanting 
eyes to detect, nor pens to record, the insidious attempt. Nay, more con- 
centrated efforts have been made to obliterate the christian name and faith; 
but they have been met by counter efforts, equally concentrated. The Jilu- 
minati, falsely so styled, of the European Continent, would fain have extin- 
guished the Sun of Righteousness in the spiritual firmament, that they, as 
stars in that firmament, might give light to man; but while their lamps have 
gone out in darkness, that Sun still shines in his brightness. Thus, then, it 
appears, that there has been but one sentiment in the christian world, as t0 
the duty of “contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the Saints, 
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when that faith was assailed; and that, in reference to this general defence, 
those who differ from each other on minor points, may, and ought to “strive 
together.” NOT, HOWEVER, by attempting that union or coalition, 
which, from the infirmity of our nature, and from a warm attachment to dif- 
ferent views, never can exist; that union, which, forced, and almost unnatu- 
ral, instead of tending to harmony, too frequently ministers to strife; not by 
being “unequally yoked together,” by a yoke that will prove galling to both. 
No, not thus, brethren, are they who believe in christianity, but differ as to 
its peculiarities: not thus, are they to strive together; but by marching in 
separate columns to the defence of the truth, by separately directing their ef- 
forts to one and the same point, and causing them to meet in the same centre; 
thus securing the benefits of combined exertion, while they avoid the dangers 
of collision. 

There is a general coincidence then, brethren, as to what is the faith of the 
Gospel, viz. the Revelation of God, contained in the Bible; and for this 
faith, it is admitted, that all should, in a certain sense, strive together. But 
when we leave this geferal ground; when we ask what the “faith of the Gos- 
pel” is, in all its parts, coincidence of sentiment is at an end, and many con- 
tradictory replies meet our ear. How, then, are we to choose amidst all 
these conflicting opinions of men? “How is this faith of the Gospel to be 
more minutely ascertained?” This is our second inquiry. What is to be 
our standard of appeal? We poirt you, in reply, to the Book of God. We 
ask you, “‘Whiat is there written? how readest thou?” Yes, to the Bible we 
make our first appeal; for in the language of the great Chillingworth, “The 
Bible is the Religion of Protestants.” In exact accordance with which, we 
find the church declaring in her 6th article, “Holy Scripture containeth all 
things necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever is not read therein, nor may 
be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be beliey- 
ed as an article of the faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation.” 

You may ask, however, “are there not many who appeal to this standard, 
equally honest in purpose, and equally earnest in seeking, and who return 
from its perusal with widely different impressions? Does not every christian 
sect profess to hold the pure “faith of the Gospel,” and to have derived its 
doctrinal compend, or digest, from the Bible? It is indeed so, brethren: Nor 
should this fact excite our surprise, or drive us from that most safe position, 
that to the Bible must be our first appeal. But be it remembered, that it 
must be the Bible interpreted by enlightened reason; by the comparison of 
its several parts with each other; and in entire subserviency to the unques- 
tionable axiom, that a revelation from God, cannot contain any thing that 
will impugn his known attributes, or detract from his infinite perfections. 
Had it been always thus interpreted, notwithstanding the varieties in the 
structure of the human mind, the christian world would not have been called 
to witness so many divisions and subdivisions, modifications and re-modifi- 
cations of doctrinal incorrectness. Nor would the Bible itself have been insult- 
ed, by being given as the authority for so much that is absurd in theory, or 
demoralizing in practical tendency. Perfect uniformity of sentiment, even 
were all the circumstances of spiritual preparation, and of biblical investiga- 
tion, equal, could scarcely be expected. Nor is this mmore surprising, than 
that God has permitted men to receive different impressions from the same 
sounds, the same views, the same subjects; and the want of this uniformity 

























































196 Sermon No. X1V. [July 


in the inferences, honestly drawn from Scripture, must never drive us back, 
to that main pillar, and main error of Popery, that the Church is the aut! \Oriz. 
ed interpreter of Scripture. Against this, the Church of which we are mom. 
bers, has entered her own protest; declaring in her 20th article, “Jt jx not 
lawful for the Church to decree any thing contrary to God’s word written: 
neither may it so explain one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to ano. 

ther. Wherefore, although the Church be a witness and keeper of holy writ. 
yet, as it ought not to decree any thing against the same, so, beside the same. 
ought it not to enforce any thing to be believed for necessity of salvation.” 

Scripture, then, being our first witness as to the faith of the Gospel, wy 
may next appeal to primitive antiquity, either for information in regard to 
things indifferent, or illustration of things not clearly revealed. We mys 
suffer the Saints of the first ages to declare, “What form of doctrine had 
been delivered unto them;” what was generally believed and practised jy 
their day; and the natural presumption will be, that this belief, and this prac- 
tice, were derived from the Apostles. Their test y to fac ts, we deem it 
reasonable to receive; their opinions we would test +.) caution. The fis, 
rests upon the basis of their unimpeached honesty, aad actual observation, 
and, consequently, may not be consiste ‘ntly rejected; the latter may be erro. 
neous, for they the mselves, were not infallible. T hus, then, brethren, would 
we arrive at a knowledge of the faith of the Gospel, by a reference to Scrip. 
ture, as the standard of doctrine; to primitive antiquity, as a model of prac- 
tice. With us, the Beble is authoritative; any other evidence admitted jis 
but collateral, or confirmatory. ‘This, brethren, is the ground assumed by 
the Church of which we are members; and it is precisely that high and vant- 
age ground on which she can be safe from the assumptions of Papal powe: 
on the one hand, and the fury of untempered innovation on the other. — Let, 
then, the Church be the witness and keeper of holy writ; for so hath God or- 
dained. Let her “have authority to judge and determine in controversies 
of faith;” not that absolute authority which is predicated on the claim of in- 
fallibility; not that authority, which would fetter the minds and the conscien- 
ces of her members; yea, fetter the word of God: but that authority, which, 
resting on the’ possession of conce ntrated wisdom and piety, and upon the 
eculiar benediction of her divine founder and head, is all that she arrogates 
to herself,* inducing her not “to go beyond the word of the Lord, to do ei- 
ther less or more.” Give to her less than this, and you make her a mer: 
nullity; give to her more than this, and you then make the Bible the mere 
creature of her will; you magnify the ark itself above the daw and the testi- 
mony, which it only enshrines. Scripture, then, in connection with the tes- 
timony of the first ages, having guided us, to what we, as a body, deem th 
faith of the Gospel, the faith, as it “once was delivered to the Saints,” the 
question next occurs, Whether we are to strive for this very faith, and it 
only, in opposition to any other modifications of it? In other words, whether 
the obligation we are under, to contend for the faith of the Gospel, generally, 
should constrain us to contend paréicularly also for each one of its doc- 
trines? Unhesitatingly we answer, that it should. And for this reply, we 
urge the plainest considerations of necessity and of duty, 
Proceeding on the principle, that it is commendable to strive for the Gos 


* Vide Article 20th. 
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1 as an whole, but to be indifferent to its specific doctrines; and it is no im- 

robable supposition, brethren, considering the proneness of man to novelty, 
that if we strove at all, it would be for something in which there was not one 
feature of the original Gospel left. If you strive not for the integrity of 
the parts, what, my brethren, is to become of the whale? Let each attack 
that doctrine, or duty, which is exceptionable in his eyes; and what part of 
the body of doctrine will not be wounded? Let one level the doctrine of 
the Saviour’s Deity; another, that of his atonement; another, that of the 
influence of the Spirit; another, that of our present depravity; another, 
the justice and impartiality of God; another, the fact that the Church is 
a divinely constituted body, the ministry and ordinances of which, owe 
their efficiency solely to the appointment of Christ. Stand by calm spec- 
tators, while different enemies thus take fortress after fortress, suspend- 
ing your efforts, because in each case it is only a part, and not the whole of 
the Gospel, that is assailed; and assuredly, brethren, your spiritual weapons 
will not be brought into exercise, until there is nothing left for them to pro- 
tet, or to defend. No, brethren, it becomes us not thus to act. All doc- 
trines and duties may not possess precisely the same importance, but it is 
dangerous to prefer one thing to another; to dwell upon the distinction be- 
tween greater and minor points in christianity. Alé its truths are sacred. 
Each one of them is worthy of notice and of maintenance. For each one of 
them are we bound to strive. ‘The popular voice may condemn all attach- 
ment to the peculiarities of system; but he, who unconvinced, would sacri- 
fice at the shrine of popularity, one doctrine, or view of doctrine honestly 
held, might well be expected to sacrifice more, if not all, at the same shrine. 
If he is not faithful “over few things,” how shall he be faithful over “many 
things.” My brethren, if we would not go all lengths in seeming liberality, 
until it terminates in indifference, or absolute infidelity, we must firmly 
maintain even the smallest known truth; we must strive for every “jot and 
tittle” of the Gospel. 

But how are we to strive for the faith of the Gospel? This is our last 
proposed inquiry. ‘With one mind,” “together” saith our text; and in this, 
brethren, there is something so reasonable, as to approve itself at once to our 
minds, Unity of design, and association of effort, are, in this case, essen- 
tial to success. Mind must unite its energies with mind, heart mingle its 
feelings with heart, hand join in hand, if we would accomplish aught that 
is valuable. But on this position I need not dwell. The fact of our pre- 
sent assembling together, for the work of the Lord, is a proof, that its cor- 
rectness is admitted. 

It is again asked, how we shall strive together for the faith of the Gospel? 
Earnestly saith the Apostle. 

In the original, the term has a special reference and force. It is an agon- 
istical term, or one applied to the public trials of strength and skill, then 
common, having direct allusion to the Grecian games. The illustration is 
drawn from an Heathen exercise, but, most forcibly, does it illustrate chris- 
tian duty. It is as though the Apostle had said, use that discipline, and dis- 
play that strength and skill, which would be exhibited by the wrestler, when 
he exerts the full powers of his sinewy frame, to stretch his antagonist on the 
earth. “Fight the good fight of faith,” even as they fight whose fame 
and life depend upon the issue! So run the christian race, even as they run, 
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on the Olympic Course, whose eyes are fixed upon the goal. My brethren. | 
will not weaken the spirit of the figure, by more special application; remeyy. 
ber, only, that they whose example is proposed to us, “did it to obtain a ¢ 
ruptible crown;” but that to us, is proposed an incorruptible crown. 

Brethren, mistake me not. Think not, that in exhorting you to an earnes, 
struggle, yea to a very warfare for the Gospel, I am desiring you to ste) 
your hearts, and raise your hands, against those who think not as you think. 
on the momentous points of the Gospel; for thirdly, we must strive, with a) 
christian meekness and mildness. 

“The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.” ©The ser. 
vant of God must be gentle unto all men; in meekness, instructing those who 
oppose themselves;” and be assured, brethren, that for the neglect of thes. 
injunctions, zeal forms but a miserable apology. The believer may find j) 
necessary, to enter the lists of controversy; but no circumstances can render j) 
necessary for him to defend the truth, by the unhallowed weapons of earth); 
passion. Firmness and boldness become the champion of truth; but jap- 
cour and bitterness of speech never can. They are a blot upon his shield, 
The Captain of our salvation will scarcely smile upon us, if, as soldiers of th; 
Cross, we mingle revilings with our efforts in his cause. He assuredly re. 
quires us not to enlist “anger. wrath, malice, and all uncharitableness,” as 
auxiliaries in the great work of evangelizing and purifying the earth. Let 
us, then, at least, strive with mildness; assured, that if any hear not the state. 
ments of truth, when given in the accents of tenderness, the tone of scorn, or 
rebuke, will scarcely be more favourably received. If the eye will not look 
upon characters traced by the hand of kindness, it will turn, in disgust, 
from those which flowed from a pen dipt in gall. Mildness is, indeed, thy 
mighty engine of persuasion; the charm that subdues and binds the haughty 
spirit. “Jesus turned and looked upon Peter, and he went out and wep 
bitterly.” 

Again. Would we strive successfully, let us “strive lawfully.” 

Subtlety, artifice, intrigue, are always contemptible; but never more so, 
than when they are employed in a cause claiming to be divine. I but ant- 
cipate your own sentiments, then, brethren, in declaring, that it becomes us 
to be above all the arts of private proselyting; those varied attempts at ac- 
quiring influence, which never can be foliowed by permanently useful results. 
We need them not, and we desire them not. If, by the fair and open state- 
raent of “the truth, as it is in Jesus,” according to our views, we cannot con- 
vince and persuade, aught beside would, or at least, ought to fail. Religion 
sanctions only what is high and honourable; and only what is high and hon- 
ourable, becomes the principles and the constitution of the Church, to which 
it is our privilege to belong. Contenting ourselves with the candid, and the 
forceful statement of doctrines, which we are persuaded to be scriptural, let 
us leave the effect of our efforts to the force of truth, and the benediction o! 
our God! 

Lastly, brethren, let us strive for the faith of the Gospel, by devoting to its 
furtherance, all the personal aid it may be in our power to command. Oh 
ye wealthy, ye gifted, and ye influential in society, what may not you eflect’ 
Cast then liberally of your wealth into the treasury of him, who “gave you 
power to get wealth;” “freely ye have received, freely give.” Ye rich in 
mind, by the well regulated exercise of your talents, in defence and illustra 
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tion of the Gospel, contend for the faith of Christ. The noblest powers of ; 
mind may find their noblest theme of speculation in the works and the word of j 

God. Consecrate, then, to the Father and Redeemer of Spirits, some of 
those energies which were derived from him, and which will only find their 
complete expansion In his Heavenly Kingdom. Have you influence? Are 
many eyes fixed upon you, many hearts ready to be swayed by you? Chen, 
oh, then, give that influence to the cause of pure and undefiled religion. Ex- 
ample we may all commands; let us, then, bring the whole form of the Gos- 
pel to bear upon our own hearts and lives. ‘Through the aid of God’s grace, 
let us endeavour to make our very actions eloquent for God and for the truth. 

This, brethren, will be a negative, yet powerful mode of contending for the 
truth. It will wound no feelings, alienate no friends, raise up no enemies. 
It will not be the attacking of error, or brandishing the weapons of contro- 
versy; but merely the casting up a defence around the Temple of God, 
around the glory of Israel. 

My brethren of the Convention: We are here assembled to “strive 
together for the faith of the Gospel,” for the dissemination of what 
we believe to “be pure religion, and undefiled before God and the Father; 
sound doctrine, that cannot be condemned.” Having, then, one and the . 
same object in view, the enlargement of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and the 
building of it up in that form which we believe to be most scriptural and 
most apostolic, it is to be presumed, that in regard to all the essentials of doc- 
trine, discipline and worship, we shall be of ohe mind. And if, in the course 
of our discussions, different views of expediency should be entertained, let us 
still be so far of one mind, as to make all individual feelings and impressions 
bend to the one consideration of general good. While free in the expression 
of private sentiment, since it is only by that freedom that truth can be elicit- 
ed, or counsel rendered valuable, let us still regulate that freedom by the dic- 
tates of prudence, and chasten it by the principles of charity. With one 
heart let us desire the prosperity of Christ’s holy and apostolic Church, and 
with one mouth profess the “faith once delivered to the Saints.” 

We are placed in a situation, brethren, at once interesting and responsi- 
ble—a situation that should prompt us to deliberate with care, and to act 
with vigour. We are, as yet, only laying the foundation of the spiritual fa- 
brick of our Zion, and it devolves upon us to see that this foundation be deep- 
ly and strongly laid, if we would desire the superstructure to be characterized 
by strength and beauty. We are watching the early growth of a tree, un- 

: der the future shadow of which, we trust, that many a weary pilgrim will 
rest; and by the fruits of which, many will be refreshed and nourished. 

| Let us endeavour, then, to give it now, in its tender state, a proper direction, 

and to lop off every useless branch, and remove every injurious sucker that 

might impede its growth. 

f In short, brethren, few as we now are in number, and circumscribed as 
may now appear our sphere of action, yet, the fact of our recent organiza- 








tion, and present feebleness, attaches peculiar importance to our present en- 

n deavours. What is now done, will form a precedent for the futvre. Error, 

; ifnow. admitted, will probably incorporate itself with our whole system. If 

u we begin amiss, we may expect to continue so. While,“on the contrary, if 

n all things be now done advisedly, decently, and in order, we may confident- y 
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ly expect, that the work which we have commenced, will be continued and 
perfected in decency and order and beauty, Let us, then, devote the beg 
energies of our minds, and the best feelings of our hearts, to a cause, in which 
as Christians, and as members of the Church, we must be interested. But 
in vain, brethren, will we strive zealously and unitedly, if we labour, unas. 
sisted, from on High. “Except the Lord build the city, they labour in yaiy 
that build it.” “Paul may plant and Apollos may water, but it is God wh, 
giveth the increase;”’ and they who plant, and they who water, must, there. 
fore, implore his benediction; without the dews of whose grace, and the lights 
of whose favour, they will not “reap in joy.” With one mind we must ther 
strive together in prayer, that God would make this, our Zion, an eterya) 
excellency, a joy to many generations. 

Brethren of the congregation, think not that in the advice of our text yoy 
have no interest; that because you are not called to take a part in minisre. 
rial functions, nor in legislative deliberations, you may sit with folded hands. 
and be excused from all efforts in the Redeemer’s cause. No, brethren, Gog 
hath set the members in the body, every one as it hath pleased him, and to 
each member, even to the humblest, he has assigned a peculiar and appro- 
priate duty. Let each one, then, content with the sphere appointed to him, 
and intent on the duties of his own calling, strive for the faith of the Gospel. 
We look to you for aid and support in all our endeavours; on you we rely to 
strengthen our hands, to further our plans, to assist us by your prayers, 
This do, from the sense of obligation to the Great Head of the Church, and 
be assured, that God will not be unmindful of your work of faith, and la- 
bour of love. 

Brethren, we perhaps may soon sleep the sleep of death. But, if w: 
strive as we ought to strive, “for the faith of the Gospel,” our work shal! 
not perish with us. If, through present exertion, aided by our God, we now 
establish the Church on a sure foundation; if we now make permanent provi- 
sion for the moral and religious culture of our fellow men, then, brethren, 
when we shall be gathered to oar Fathers, others shall arise to enjoy the ad- 
vantage which we have secured, and to call us blessed. Our children, and 
our children’s children, shall rejoice in that spiritual legacy which we shall 
bequeath to them; and by it become rich in faith, Heirs of the Kingdom. 
Oh, then, animated by this reflection, let us “be instant in season and out 0! 
season;” “always abounding in the work of the Lord,” while we continue 
in the church militant on earth, that we may hereafter, through a Saviour’s 
merits, be exalted to take a part in the nobler services, and to taste the noble: 


joys of the church triumphant in Heaven. 
—»>>—-- 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
AN ESSAY ON THE LITURGY. 


No. IL. 


In the first essay, some of the principles on which our public service 's 
constructed, and some of the general objections to it, were briefly considered. 
Let us, at present, take up the morning prayer with the view of offering some 
remarks on its order, and on other points, calculated to illustrate its nature. 
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The service opens with sentences from the sacred Scriptures; and how ap- 
ropriate is it, that the worship of God should commence with sentiments 
having such a sanction, with expressions indited by the Holy Spirit himself, 
These sentences have been selected with great discrimination, and are of two 
sorts, addresses to the Supreme Being, as that: “Let the words of my mouth, 
and the meditation of my heart, be always acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 
my strength and my Redeemer;” or addresses to the congregation, as that: 
«The Lord is in his Holy Temple, let all the earth keep silence before him.” 
There are six of the former, and eight of the latter. ‘The exhortation fol- 
lows, in which the people are reminded of the four chief purposes for which 
they have convened in the house of God: to render him thanks; to praise 
him; to hear his word; and to supplicate his favour; and called especially to 
a general and audible confession of their sins. In this we acknowledge past 
transgression, both of omission and commission. We acknowledge the want 
of good dispositions, “there is no health in us.” ¢{ After the manney of St. 
Paul: “I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” We 
acknowledge our inability to reform ourselves, in a comparison to sheep, the 
most helpless of animals, who, once lost, cannot find their way back to the 
fold; and in the petition, “Restore thou, O God, those who are penitent.” 
We acknowledge, that our condition of guilt, evil propensity, and helpless- 
ness, is our own fault; the consequence of having “followed the devices and 
desires of our own hearts,” of having not followed “the ways” of God. 

The supplications for pardon and strength are correspondent, and most 
earnest. ‘Have mercy upon us miserable offenders.” “Spare thou those, O 
God, who confess their faults.” “Grant, O most merciful Father, that we 
may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy 
name.” ‘These things we are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and 
mediation of our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ; and our expectation of receiv- 
ing them is founded not on our merit, but on the divine mercy, covenanted 
unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The confession is expressed in terms so comprehensive, as to include 
every possible sin; and thus, as it is capable of application, so each pious 
worshipper will not neglect to apply it to his own particular case. While 
the minister utters the sentence, the hearer has sufficient time to recollect his 
own sins; and when the latter repeats the sentence, these sins ought to be 
spread before his heavenly Father, accompanied with the contrition which 
the recollection of them ought ever to excite. ‘The “Amen” is a renewed 
assent to the acknowledgments and supplications preceding; and it affords a 
second opportunity for salutary recollection, and fervent invocation. 

“If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.” 
He has promised to forgive the penitent; and he will do so, for he is faithful. 
He has accepted the expiation of Christ for the penitent sinner; and there- 
fore he will forgive him, for he is just. 

This gracious declaration is variously repeated in the Scriptures, and it is 
the substance of the declaration of absolution. 

Immediately after the confession of their sins, the congregation are told, 
that if they have been sincere they are pardoned. They are reminded, that 
remission of sins is for those only who truly repent, and_unfeignedly believe. 
It is true they are told this in the Scriptures; but there can be no improprie- 
ty in a repetition of such important truths, for men need “line upon line, and 
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precept upon precept.” The pronouncing them by the minister in the pubjj 
assembly, is calculated to make them impressive. It appears a most gyir. 
able time, when the heart is weary and heavy laden with the burden of sip 
to present it with the consolation of the Gospel; and when the man has bee, 
professedly humbling himself before God, to call him to take care that his re. 
pentance be true, and his faith unfeigned. But it is the special office of the 
minister, to warn the wicked, to comfort the mourner, and to declare the 
truths of the Gospel. God hath given him power and commandment ty 
teach mankind, and, therefore, to declare their pardon on condition of their 
faith and penitence. The Church never held that her ministers could forgive 
sins. But she does hold, that they ought to proclaim the forgiveness of sing 
through Jesus Christ. And, if it be asked, where is the difference betweep 
their declaration and that in the holy Scriptures, we reply, only in the man. 
ner. ‘The mind, after the act of confession, is prepared to receive such 
declaration, and its being made in the house of God, and by the officer who 
alone has authority to teach in public, are circumstances which bring it home 
to the heart. The supposition of a power in the priesthood, to absolve as o; 
themselves, could only arise from inattention. This office is called not the 
absolution, but “the declaration of absolution;” and, it is said, the absolution 
is given to his people “being penitent,” who “truly repent and unfeigned|y 
believe;” and then follows, “let us beseech him to grant us true repentance 
and his Holy Spirit;” for by the spirit only can we have true faith, since it js 
written, no man can call Jesus the Lord but by the Holy Ghost. Now, no 
onewwho receives the Scriptures, will deny, that where true faith and repent. 
ance exist, pardon is certain. No one will deny, that those being at the 
very foundation of the Gospel, are entitled to a prominent place in christian 
instruction. No one will deny, that the minister has a right to make this 
most true declaration; that great advantages may result from making it, whe- 
ther considered as instructing the hearers in general, consoling the pious, or 
warning the self deceiver; or, that the declaration, at the prescribed time, is 
both seasonable and impressive. What reasonable objection, then, can be 
made to this part of our service? If you say it may be misunderstood, we 
reply, so may either of the Sacraments. They are alike, in respect of the 
instruction they convey, which is not new, but the same as the letter of the 
Scripture, though through a new medium. They are alike, in respect of the 
benefits they impart, which are not dependant on the mere word of the min- 
ister, or the mere bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper, or the water in bap- 
tism; but on the character of the recipient in one case, and the hearer in the 
other. They are alike also in that they have been misunderstood, as if they 
conveyed benefits without any condition attached to them. But are valuable 
institutions to be abolished, because they may be misunderstood through in- 
attention or prejudice? Is the minister not to pronounce, that there is for- 
giveness for the faithful penitent, because the impenitent may delude them- 
selves with false hopes? He might, with equal propriety, refuse to adminis- 
ter baptism, lest the unworthy might rely too much on that ordinance, or the 
Lord’s Supper, lest some might depend on the outward act for salvation, al- 
though destitute of “a lively faith in God’s mercy through Christ, a thankful 
remembrance of his death,” and a true repentance for their former sins. Con- 
nected with this declaration, is an exhortation to those virtues which alone 


can give it efficacy. The pardon of our sins depends upon faith and repent 
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ance. And these we cannot have in our own strength. “Wherefore, let us 
beseech God to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit.” Without the 
spirit we can do nothing acceptable to God, and availing to our peace and 
salvation. With the aid of this spirit, “our life may be pure and holy; and 
at the last, we may come to his eternal joy.” Still the atonement of the 
Son of God is the foundation of all our blessings. We hope for pardon, and 
grace and glory; and we are taught to pray for them only, “through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” To this also, though it be not a prayer, the people an- 
swer “Amen;” by which they express their desire, that the declaration of 
God’s minister may be ratified in heaven, and that they may receive, not in 
vain, the good counsel here given to them. The other form of the declara- 
tion of absolution, is the same in substance with the first. It more concise- 
ly declares that of God’s great mercy, forgiveness is promised to the heartily 

nitent and truly faithful; and then follows a devout wish, that they may be 
pardoned, strengthened, and finally blessed for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

The Lord’s Prayer is introduced in this place with peculiar propriety. 
After the assurance of his great mercy, how naturally does the pious heart 
urn to the “Father in Heaven,” and in words approved by the highest au- 
thority, offer up its adoration, supplication and intercession. This prayer 
was given to the disciples collectively, and it is expressed in the plural num- 
ber, by which the propriety of its use in public worship is evident. Indeed, 
when we consider the intrinsic excellence of this prayer, and by whom it is 
recommended, what act of worship can be complete in which it is omitted, 
or what prayer will claim comparison with it? Whether it be private, @ fa- 
mily or public prayer, the worshipper will feel something is wanting, if the 
prayer which Jesus gave his disciples, has been omitted; and if he were call- 
ed to prepare forms of devotion for any occasion, he would spontaneously 
adopt this prayer which is unrivalled, and ever appropriate. 

In the circumstances under which this prayer was given, there is much in- 
struction. The request was, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught 
his disciple.” Jesus does not recommend extempore prayer. He does not 
disapprove the practice of John. He complies with the request, and it is re- 
markable, gives not an original prayer, but words and phrases, which had 
been long used in the public worship of the Hebrews. He did not admit the 
objection, that a prayer often used, loses its effect on the devout mind; nor 
the more modern one, that it becomes obsolete, and though suited to one age, 
is unsuitable to another. His conduct, on this occasion, is a decisive testi- 
mony, and if it were unsupported, would be sufficient, of the lawfulness, and 
more, the preferableness of a form of prayer. To this is subjoined, an eja- 
culation taken from the 51st Psalm, “O Lord, open thou our lips;” to which 
the response is, “And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.” It is the 
great merit of our service, that much of it is expressed in the very words of 
divine inspiration. 

Having prayed for divine assistance, to “set forth the praise of God,” we 
proceed to that grateful duty; and we can find no better guide than the sweet 
psalmist of Israel, for his hymns have the sanction of divine authority. The 
use of the psalms in public worship is recommended by the example of the 
Hebrew Church, for whose benefit they appear to have”been originally com- 
posed; and still more affectingly by the example of our blessed Saviour, 
who, on various occasions, and among others, on the Cross, chose this me- 
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dium for the expression of his devotional feelings. The psalms were his ma. 
nual, and where will the christian find a better.” ‘The anthem, as it is called. 
“( come let us sing,” &c. is taken from the 95th and 96th Psalms; ang 
there follow appointed portions of the psalms, by which arrangement variety 
is afforded, and the whole of them are brought into use. Selections adapted 
to the chief festivals and fasts are set forth: and ten other selections, applica. 
ble to various circumstances which may arise from time to time. The Gp. 
ria in Excelsis, which concludes this act of praise, may justly claim the firs, 
rank among uninspired compositions. It opens with the angel’s hymn op 
the nativity, and it sustains throughout an angel’s flight. It addresses the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, in a sublime strain, which, it has beep 
observed, seems to require the aid of music, as if it were too elevated fo, 
common speech. 

The Scriptures are read in our churches, as in the Hebrew temple, every 
Sabbath day. At each service, is read a chapter from the Old, and anothe; 
from the New Testainent, adapted to the event commemorated, or to the 
doctrines or precepts which the church would more particularly enforce on 
that day. By this arrangement, all the truths of religion are successively 
brought to the view of the congregation in their purest form, in the very 
words of inspiration; and they are made to perceive the coiucidence of the 
old and the new dispensation—the light of Moses gradually expanding, un;i! 
there appears first the bright and Morning Star, and,the effulgence of the 
Sun of Righteousness, and the vArtevy of method by which God would in. 
struct his children; the perspicuity of history, the sublimity of prophecy, 
the tenderness of the pastoral, the pathos of the evangelical narrative, and 
the simplicity of the epistle. ‘The public reading of the Scriptures, is an im- 

ressive declaration of their unspeakable importance; and it is particular) 
useful to those who cannot, or do not read them at home; and, indeed, they 
who value them most, are profitably affected by listening to them read aloud 
by the minister of God, and connected with the solemn associations of his 
holy temple. The instructions of the pulpit may be defective, occupied with 
morality to the exclusion of christian doctrine, or dwelling too much ona 
few favourite doctrines, while all the rest are kept out of view: but the in- 
structions of the desk embrace the whole counsel of God, for, in the course 
of the year, all the doctrines and duties of the Gospel are successively de- 
clared. The instructions of the pulpit may be erroneous, contrary to the 
truth; but the instructions of the desk are in the words of the infallible God. 
The reading of the Scriptures, then, as practised in our church, is a valuable 
auxiliary to the most unexceptionable preaching, while it supplies the defici- 
ences, and corrects the errors of that mode of instruction. There is no part 
of our service, not excepting the sermon, even when delivered by the most 
eloquent preacher, which so effectually addresses the heart, as this of which 
we are now speaking. The solemn lessons of the Passion week, for exan- 
ple, have been known to produce an effect seldom, if ever attained, by any 
preaching. Indeed, have we not i the Scriptures preachers altogether un- 
rivalled? Have we not the preaching of Aaron, of whom it is said, by in- 
spiration, that he could “speak well”—of Moses, who was learned in al! 
the wisdom of the Egyptians, and “mighty in words and in deeds”—0! 
the heart searching Jeremiah—the seraphic Isaiah—the holy and undaunt- 
ed Baptist-—the vehement Peter—the amiable John—and the blessed >a- 
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yiour himself? What preachers of any country, or age, can be compared 
with these? The reading of the holy Scriptures in the church, is recom- 
mended not only by such considerations, and by the experience of many 
ages, but by the example of the Old Testament Church, and by the special 
sanction of our blessed Lord; for we are told, that “as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read.” Proba- 
bly on no occasion were the congregation more deeply impressed by his elo- 

uence. He read the Scriptures understandingly, and with feeling. He 
closed the book and sat down. ‘The effect of the word of God, uttered by 
such a reader, did not soon pass away. “The eyes of all them in the sy- 
nagogue were fastened on him.” In this incident we perceive the highest 
authority for the regulation now considered, and are reminded of the care 
with which our church has been modelled on scriptural precedent. The 
acts of praise introduced immediately after the lessons, have special reference 
to them. We have been comforted by the divine word, or have been con- 
templating some of the wonders of old time; and how naturally, when he 
closes the book, does the minister exclaim, “‘We praise thee, O God; we ac- 
knowledge thee to be the Lord.” And the people respond, “All the earth 
doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.” ‘This hymn was composed by 
St. Ambrose; and it is not possible to honour it more, than to associate it 
with the inspired psalms and anthems; nor is there an occasion of adoration 
to which it may be applied with more propriety, than for the invaluable gift 
of the holy Scriptures. 

The other canticle, which may be used instead of this, was introduced to 
aflurd variety; and it seems particularly applicable to those festivals, when 
the church may be said to put on her beautiful garments, and literally brings 
the trees of the wood to praise the Lord. 


“Tis nature’s voice, and understood 
Alike by all mankind.” 


This canticle is also remarkably appropriate after those lessons, in which 
are recorded the astonishing miracles, whereby all nature animate and in- 
animate, visible and invisible, seems to raise the voice of adoration to the 
high and holy one. 

In like manner, after the second lesson, there are the joyful sentiments of 
the hundreth psalm, which has special reference to that great subject of the 
New Testament, the gift of the Saviour, who brought gladness to all lands; 
who is the Shepherd of mankind; whose mercy is everlasting; and whose 
truth endureth from generation to generation. The other hymn, which ma 
be substituted, has the same subject, being the words in which Zacharias 
praised God for the advent of the Messiah, then ready to visit and redeem 
his people. 

After thus reading from the law and the Gospel, there naturally follows a 
profession of faith to be pronounced aloud by the whole congregation. This 
act is instructive to all who are present, and more particularly to the young 
and the uninformed, teaching them the grounds of the christian religion by a 
formulary, which is more generally approved, than ahy production of the 
same kind that has ever appeared. That it was written by the Apostles, is 
hot maintained, but that it is ancient, and that it contains nothing but aposto- 
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lical doctrine, are the decided sentiments of our church. This reciting 
faith is monitory to those who call themselves Christians; and if it be rich». 
ly performed, is doubtless an acceptable act in his sight, who requires us no 
to be ashamed of him and his words; and has promised, that they who cop. 
fess him before men, he also will confess before the angels. But, beyond 
mere instruction, there is something animating to those who are en; gaged in 
it, and persuasive to others in the spectacle of a minister and people public ly 
in the house of God, avouching him, as the Israelites did of old, to be their 
God. The citizen declaring allegiance to his country, or the soldier to }yj. 
officer, is but a low resemblance; and the Apostle brings to our notice » 
more animating example, that of our blessed Saviour, who “before Pontius 
Pilate, witnessed a good confession.” 

Our profession of faith is very seasonably introduced. Having listeneg 
to the instructions of Scripture, and having thanked God for them, th, 
worshipper naturally passes to the declaration, that he receives those Scrip. 
tures as from God, as the rule of his practice, and the foundation of hj 
hopes. He declares to the world, that he believes in God, the Father, th; 
Son, and the Holy Ghost; and he declares to God himself, even in his holy 
temple, that his being came from him; that on him he depends for preserva. 
tion; that to him he looks for redemption from sin, for grace to help through 
life, and for future and everlasting blessedness. He tells him, that he relies 
upon him as a son on a father; a subject on his prince; a captive on him 
who has mercifully ransomed him; for protection, for constant kindness, and, 
in virtue of his promise, for a greater blessing, an inheritance in the heaven), 
Canaan. He offers to his Maker, in substance, those sentiments which ar 
thus expressed in the Bible: “Whom have I in heaven but thee; and there is 
none upon earth that I desire in comparison of thee, God is the strength o! 
my heart, and my portion for ever.” ‘There is none other name given un- 
der heaven among men, whereby I can be saved, but the name of Jesus 
Christ. ” In him is redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness 
sins.” “He hath ascended into the heavens, and. there he ever liveth to 
make intercession for us.”” The Spirit came “to guide men into all truth, to 
heip their infirmities, and to be unto them, another Comforter who abidet) 
for ever.” “The church is founded on a rock, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against her.” “Though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet 
in my flesh shall I see God.” “The wicked shall go away into everlasting 

unishment, but the righteous into life eternal.” With such addresses to 
eaven, how properly might there be connected in the mind the silent ejacu- 
lation, “Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief.” 

The subject will be renewed hereafter. P.M. 
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TO THE EDITORS OF THE GOSPEL MESSENGER 
REMARKS ON CALVINISM. 
Ir is more than a year ago, since I heard a sermon from a very respec'- 


able divine, whose doctrinal principles I found were those, which are usuall) 
called calvinistic. ‘The reflections which it suggested, I noted at the time, 
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and now send to you for publication in the Gospel Messenger, if they should : 
meet with your approbation. 


The positions which the Preacher laid down were these: that man, by . 
nature, is totally depraved and corrupt, and wholly inclined to evil; and 
that without conversion, by the irresistible grace of the Holy Spirit, we are 
lost for ever. No one is more willing to believe, or more ready to confess, . 
than I am, the corruption of our nature, and our proneness to sin. I believe 
it on the authority of Scripture; I know it from my own experience, and the 


observation of many years. With all my endeavours, and all my prayers, ] R 
know full well, that | am not what our blessed Saviour requires his followers 
to be: “Be ye perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”a ; 


[ see, and feel, and lament, and pray over, my frailties and sins; and I know, 
that if God “were extreme to mark what is done amiss,”b I should not be 
able to abide the scrutiny of his justice. But I reject the doctrine of total 
depravity, because I believe it to be unscriptural, and merely one of the pe- 
culiarities of the calvinistic school. In this school, it is declared that, we 
are “so wholly defiled in all our faculties and parts of soul and body,” as to 
be “altogether averse from that which is good;” as being “utterly indispos- 
ed, disabled, and maa'e opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil.”’c 
This character appears to me not to be descriptive of the nature of man, but 
of the apostate spirits, who are “reserved in everlasting chains under dark- 
ness, unto the judgment of the great day.”d_ It has, indeed, been said by 
some writers on the subject, that “the sense which man is now possessed of 
where God does not restrain it, is used for evil, and not for good; that his . 
“wisdom is earthly, sensual, devilish;”’e that “it is the sagacity of a brute,f y 
animated by the malignity of an evil spirit.”g And another writer of the | 
same school asserts, that “in addition to its enmity against God, and its ut- 
ter depravity, the human heart is likewise in a state of insensibility and stu- 
pidity.”h 

Another point on which I differed from the Preacher, was that of irresisti- 
ble grace. I do not believe in the operation of irresistible grace upon the 
heart of man, whereby he is led, willingly or unwillingly, to profess the chris- 
tian faith, and to live by its precepts, as a passive creature in the hands of 
Omnipotence. We are not passive creatures. We are not mere machines; 1% 
but free-agents, having the choice of good and evil placed before us, as it was 
before our primordial parents. They chose the evil, but not necessarily; 
and so may we. So says the son of Sirach: “God made man from the be- 
ginning, and left him in the hand of his counsel; if thou wilt, to keep the 


he 








a Matt. v. 48. b Ps. cxxx. 3, Prayer-book translation. ec Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith, ch. vi. 2; ix. 3. vi. 4.——d Jude 6. e James iii. 15 -f Jude 10. 
g Jones on the Trinity, republished in the Scholar Armed, ii. p. 123. Ed. Lond. 1812. 
lt appears to me that St. James, in the passage quoted, means by “earthly, sensual, | 
devilish,” simply this: that the “bitter envying and strife,” of which he had been 
speaking in the preceding verse, “is not the wisdom that comes down to God,” but is 
“earthly, sensual, devilish.” This is confirmed by referring to verse 13; where, call- 
ing upon the wise, he says, “let them show out of a good conversation his works with 
meekness of wisdom.” This would be a vain call, if his “sagacity” was that of a 
By v0.9 “ry his “animation” that of a “devil."———; Faber on the Holy Spirit, p. 
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commandments, and to perform acceptable faithfulness. He hath set fir, 
and water before thee: stretch forth thy hand unto whether thou wilt. Bo. 
fore man is life and death; and whether him liketh shall be given him.”; 
Every human being feels in himself that he possesses the power to do eitle, 
right or wrong. If this choice were not a constitutional part of his nature. 

he could not, upon any principle of justice, be held accountable for his ac. 
tions; and where there is no accountability, there can be no sin; and where 
there is no sin, there can be no punishment. But man’s accountability, and, 
therefore, his free-agency, has been explicitly declared by our Saviour, when 
he said: “the hour is coming, in the which all that are in their graves shal! 
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the re- 
surrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of dam- 
nation; 

I am not disposed to doubt, that they who preach the doctrine of total de- 
pravity, very sincerely believe, that they are promoting the glory of the Re. 
deemer, by exhibiting a mass of moral corruption, touched by the finger of 
God, and instantly made, by the operation of special and irresistible grace, 
a living member of God’s spiritual kingdom. They believe that God’s con- 
verting grace must be discovered, and felt, in some known circumstance and 
time, to which we may always refer as the moment, and the occasion of our 
conversion. This, [ have no doubt, through the mefcy and goodness of 
God, may sometimes take place; but I believe that, in most cases to be de- 
pended upon, the consciousness of our sinfulness before God, gradually gains 
upon our mind, from causes unnoticed by us at the time; and that we are 
made the subjects of divine grace, by the continual co-operation, and secret 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. This is what is meant by God’s “working 
with us.” “We have no power,” says the 10th article of our Religion, “to 
do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without the grace of God by 
Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will, and working with us, 
when we have that good will.” Independently of God, we can do nothing 
acceptable to him; but through the instrumentality of the various means by 
which sinners are brought to repentance, our hearts are touched, and the 
Holy Spirit, influencing our minds, co-operating with our endeavours, and 
strengthening our good resolutions, we are led to the foot of the cross, to im- 
plore for pardon and salvation through the merits and intercession of a cru- 
cified Redeemer. Sin and impurity now become hateful in our sight, as we 
know them to be ia the sight of God; we are renewed in the inner man; we 
love God and holiness; and we, henceforth, walk as new creatures in Jesus 
Christ. We abandon the corruptions and temptations of “the world, the 
flesh, and the devil,” as far as the frailties and imperfections of our nature 
will permit; we earnestly endeavour, in every action of our life, to glorify 
God our Redeemer; to live in conformity with his precepts, and to make his 
word our study, our delight, and our guide during the remainder of our life. 

That man’s nature has been corrupted by the fall, and become prone to 
evil, the Scriptures every where declare. He is the offspring of Adam en- 
zendered after his transgression, and, therefore, partakes of the fallen condi- 
tion of his primordial parent. There is not, however, any imputation o! 
Adam’s transgression to his offspring; they ‘merely derive from him the 


i Ecelus. xv. 14—18. g John v. 28, 29. 
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changed condition of his nature which his guilt produced. Whatever this 
was, in that changed condition of his original nature, his offspring are born. 


Adam was created innocent and immortal, but lost both by transgression: his 
offspring, therefore, are born in sin, and are subject to de ath.& Ln this way 
we feel, and participate in the effects of the fall; and in no other manner is 
the first transgression of our race imputable to us. We may, and we often- 
times do, feel severely the effects of a sin committed before we were born; 
but the guilt of the sin itself, is never laid at our door.” “The soul that sin- 
neth, it shall die.”’Z 

But there are some views of the subject which will show that, although 
man is born with a sinful nature, yet, he is not wholly corrupt, and totally 
depraved, and entirely lost. W i n he c creation of man was conceived in 
the divine mind, Omniscience saw that he would fall from his innecence, and 
incur the penalty of disobedience. At the same instant, as there is neither 
past nor future with God, a Redeemer was provided to mahé an atoneme nt 
for sin. “Phe Lamb was slain from the foundation of the world.’ Man, 
therefore, has never been without a Saviour, and, consequently, ai not ne- 
cessarily be lost. For what purpose, I would ask, was this great atonement 
provided, even before the being was created, for whom it was to be made? It 
was, unquestionably, that Mercy, the darling attribute of Deity, might rule 
predominant over all the works of Creation “and Providence; and that man, 
being provided with a Saviour, might, through the appointed means of grace, 
be saved. 

In no age of the world has man been left without some mean of grace, as 
a type of the great sacrifice of the cross. After the transgression of Adam, 
when Abel was murdered by his brother, our blessed Creator said to Cain, 
«Why art thou wroth? And why i is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest 
not well, sin Leth at the door.’’n Or, as the original may be translated, a 
“sin offering lieth at the door: that is, an animal fit to. be offered in sacri- 
fice as an atonement for sin. Thus we see that, even the first born after the 
fall, and the first murderer of his fellow creature, was told by the Almighty, 
that the means of grace were within his reach, and, therefore, that even he 
need not necessarily be lost. 

Total depravity is not the doctrine of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
The ninth article of Religion, which is quoted by some, in support of this 
doctrine, asserts no more than this, that “man is very far gone from original 
righteousness.” ‘This is going as far as the Scriptures. Very far, certainly 
does not mean wholly gone. A man may be very far gone in some mortal 
disease, and yet not be totally dead. He m- tv recover, and be renewed in 
his health, by the blessing of God on the means which are used for his reco- 
very. Man i is not so wholly corrupt in his nature, as to be incapable of ac- 
cepting the ordinary means of grace which are offered to all mankind. If he 
be by nature so wholly corrupt, as to be inclined only to evil, why is he in- 
vited to repentance? If he be incapable of turning to God, the Almighty 
would not have required of his creatures, what he knew they ‘could not per- 
form.o This would have been a mockery, of which divine wisdom and 
goodness is utterly incapable. ‘The mission of the Redeemer is sufficient 
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evidence of the will of God, that our race should be saved. “All that tye. 
lieve in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.”p Heaven has done 
its part, in reconciling man to his God through the blood of atonement, any 
man must do his, to secure the boon purchased for him at saprecious » 
price. Redemption is the work of Jesus Christ alone. Salvation can on, 
be attained by faith in his blood; and a true and lively faith can oniy he 
known by the fruits of righteousness which it produces. A saving faith wi)! 
unite with itself “virtue; it will add to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledve 
temperance; and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness: and 
to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, charity;"y and 
these will produce “a conscience void of offence, towards God and towards 
man.”’r 

The vicarious death of Christ, has placed the whole human family jy , 
salvable state; and his merits and intercession, are the efficient causes of oy 
salvation. But “faith without works is dead,”’s says an Apostle. Map. 
then, has something to do in this scene of probation, in order to procure ac- 
ceptance at the throne of grace. We are commanded by another Aposile, 
to “work out our own salvation with fear and trembling.”t Obedience to 
the moral precepts of the gospel, is as strictly required of Christians, as faith 
in the atonement of Christ. If we do not live in conformity with “the evyer- 
lasting Gospel,” and “walk in all the ordinances of the Lord blameless,” 
we may be finally lost, notwithstanding we have been redeemed. The most 
abandoned sinner is as much redeemed by the blood of Christ, as the most 
holy of his saints. Yet, they will not, both, be saved. And the reason js 
evident. ‘The one lives agreeably to the laws of God, and dies in the faith 
of a crucified Saviour; the other does not. ‘The one will be saved throug) 
the merits and intercession of the Redeemer, in whom he has believed, and 
whom he has obeyed; the other will be lost through his own impenitenc: 
and guilt. ‘The one clings to the cross as his only support through “the 
dark valley of the shadow of death;” the other, “does despite to the Spirit 
of Grace, and treads under foot, the blood of the Son of God.”u — The impe- 
nitent sinner resists all the offers of pardon and peace, which God gracious!y 
makes him in his word and ordinances. God’s grace, then, is not ordinarily 
irresistible. So say the Scriptures. “Turn ye; turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel.”v The influences of the Holy 
Ghost are not irresistible. So say the Scriptures. “Quench not the Spirit." 
And again. “Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so 
do ye.”x Man, then, is not, ordinarily, operated upon by irresistible grace; 
because he can, and often does, resist the proffered mercies of God. Thu 
ordinary grace of the Holy Spirit is offered to all mankind; and by co-ope- 
rating with this blessed Spirit, we may “work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling.” If the grace of God was irresistible in all cases, wh) 
should we “tremble” for our safety, seeing that it must overwhelm all! oppo- 
sition? ‘This is an evidence, that the grace which co-operates with our en- 
deavours is not irresistible; and that we may, and oftentimes do, resist its in- 
fluence. We ought, then, to tremble, lest we should fail in our christian 
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warfare, and bring down upon ourselves the wrath of God for our disobe- 
dience. Even St. Paul declared, that notwithstanding he had “preached to 
others, he might, himself, be a castaway.” y 
From this view of the subject, I think that, man is not wholly corrupt; 
that he has the choice of turning unto God, or not; consequently, that the 
race of God is not ordinarily irresistible; that man, therefore, is an ac- 
countable being, and will be punished for his choice of evil. This free-agen- 
cy will procure for us a more terrible condemnation, if we neglect, or refuse, 
to make ourselves acceptable at the throne of grace, through the proffered 
mercies of the Redeemer. If we profess Christianity without practising it; 
if we live in faith and walk in sin, there is nothing lefi to us, “but a certain 
fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which shall devour all 
the adversaries of God.” z FF. 


y 1 Cor. ix. 27. s Heb. x. 27 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
ON THE MINISTRY AS A DIVINE INSTITUTION 


No. XVI. 
CHAPTER VI. CONTINUED. 
On the Succession. 
XXII. Sixtus I. 


ArTer a vacancy of twenty days, Sixtus was elected to the Roman See. 
He was by birth an Athenian, and was raised to the Episcopate when he 
was only in Deacon’s Orders. Immediately after his election, Dionysius, 
Bishop of Alexandria, addressed to him three letters, urging him in the 
strongest manner, to heal the wounds which had been inflicted on the Church, 
by the inconsiderate conduct of his predecessor, Stephen I, in his dispute 
with Cyprian, concerning the baptising of heretics; and he had the happi- 
ness to learn, that his pious and benevolent efforts were crowned with success. 
The African and Asiatic Bishops continued the practice of baptising here- 
tics, until it was condemned by the council of Arles in 314, and of Nice, in 
325.a 

Through the instigation of an Egyptian Magician, the Emperor Valerian 
persecuted the Church, and ordered all the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, to 
be carefully sought for and executed, for no other crime than the profession 
of their faith in the Son of God.6 Among the victims of this cruel persecu- 
tion, were Sixtus II, and his Archdeacon Laurence, who were beheaded on 
the 6th of Aug. A. D. 258. Sixtus had the character of being a very ami- 
ble and pious man. He sat in the See of Rome, eleven months and some 
days. 

The justice of the Almighty did not slumber amidst the afflictions of his 
people, but visited Valerian with a dreadful retribution. The Emperor, in 
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his war against Sapor, King of Persia, was taken prisoner and flayed aliye 
and his skin tanned into leather. 


XXIV. Dionysius. 


The general persecution of the Christians, delayed the election of a succes. 
sor to Sixtus IL. until July 2 22, A. D. 259; when Dionysius was elected to thy 
vacant See, to the great joy of the Christians, who highly esteemed him fo, 
his learning and piety.c 

When the Goths overran Asia Minor, and carried into captivity most oj 
the Christians of Caesarea, in Cappadocia, this excellent Prelate sent larg, 
sums of money to ransom them from the barbarians.d He called a Coune;! 
at Rome, A. D. 263, which condemned the heresy of Sabellius; agains 
whom he had written several epistles. As this heresy prevailed chiefly jp 
Ptolemais, one of the cities of Pent: apolis, it was called Damnabilis Pens a- 
politana Doctrina. During the Episcopacy of Dionysius, the ‘amous Coun- 
cil of Antioch was held, which condemned Paul Samosata, the Bishop of that 
See, for denying the distinction of the Divine Persons, oad the Divinity o: 
Christ. 

Dionysius was a Grecian by birth. He died Dec. 26th, A. D. 269, after 
having governed the Church of Rome ten years, five months, and four days. 
Sume decretal epistles are falsely ascribed to this Prelate. 


XXV. Fexix I. 

This Prelate was a Roman by birth, and was elected the successor of Dio- 
nysius, A. D. 269. He governed the See of Rome five years, eleven months, 
and twenty-five days;f when he suffered martyrdom in the persecution un- 
der Aurelian, A. D. 274. His epistle against Sabellius, and Paul of Samo- 

sata, is still extant. 


XXVI. Evurycutanvus. 


This Prelate was a native of Tuscany, and was elected to the See of Rom 
in the beginning of A. D. 275. He died at the close of the year 283, hav- 
ing presided over that Church eight years and eleven months.g Two de- 
cretal epistles on ecclesiastical discipline, generally ascribed to this Prelate, 
are still extant. 


XXVIII. Carus. 


Caius was a Dalmatian by birth, and succeeded Eutychianus in the Se 
of Rome, December 17, A. D. 283. He is said to have been related to th: 
Emperor Dioclesian. He was the first who decreed, that none should \ 
elevated to the Episcopacy, without passing regularly through the several 
inferior Orders of the Ministry. He suffered martyrdom April 22, A. D. 
296, having sat in the See of Rome twelve years, four months, and seven 


days. 
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XAVIIL. Marcenuinus. 


This Prelate was a Roman by birth, and was elected to the See of Rome, 
June 30, A. D. 296. He was accused by the Donatists of Africa, with hav- 
ing delivered up the Holy Scriptures to the Pagans to be burned, and with 
having offered up incense to Idols. But his character has been ably and 
fully vindicated by St. Augustin and Theodoret. He suffered martyrdom, 
October 24, A. D. 304, having governed the Church of Rome e ight years, 
three months, and twenty-five days.A 


XXIX. Marcetius L 


The Roman See remained vacant about three years and an half, after the 
death of Marcellinus, when on the 19th May, A. D. 308, Marcellus, a Ro- 
man by birth, was elected his successor. Damasius, afterward Bishop ol 
this See, in his epitaph on Marcellus, states him to have been zealous in pre- 
serving the discipline of the Church, and from this cause baving many per- 
sonal enemies.é The civil authority being hostile to the Christian faith, the 
Emperor Maxentius sent Mircellus into exile October 7 7, A. D. 309, for 
having excommunicated an Apostate, who had renounced his faith when the 
Chareh was at peace. He suffered martyrdom January 16, A. D. 310, hay- 
ing presided over the See of Rome one year, seven months, and twenty 


days) 
XXX. Evsesivs. 


Eusebius was a Grecian by birth, and on the death of Marcellus, was 
elected to the See of Rome, A. D. 310. In consequence of his zealous op- 
position to the re-admission of lapsed Christians to the communion of the 
Church, the Emperor Maxentius, in order to quell the disputes which his 
obstinacy had occasioned, banished him into Sicily.£ He died in the same 
year, after presiding over the Church of Rome, seven months;/ or, according 
to others, four months and sixteen days.m 


XXXII. Meccutapes. 


This Prelate was born in Africa. He was called by some of the ancients, 
Miltiades. He was elected, July 2, A. D. 311, to succeed Eusebius, after 
the See had been vacant nine months.2 It was permitted this Prelate to 
witness the prosperity of the Church, by the conversion of the Emperor Con- 
stantine to Christianity. From a poor, suffering, persecuted body, small in 
number, and weak in power, the Church now began a career of safety, and 
rapidly advanced in power and pre-eminence, in all the nations of the world. 
Instead of shrinking before the machinations of the wicked; instead of the 
faithful followers of the Saviour expiring at the stake, amidst the shouts of 
applauding Pagans, she triumphed over the powers of darkness, and the cru- 
cified Jesus of Nazareth was acknowledged to be the Saviour of the World. 

The conversion of Constantine to the religion of the Redeemer, was imme- 


h Aug. de bapt.c 10. Theo. I. i.c. 2. p. 524-——i Bar. ad. ann. 309.——, Buch. 
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diately followed by the peace and happiness of the Church. He issued ay 
edict, conjointly with Licinius, allowing the Christians the free exercise 
their religion, and the liberty of building Churches.o In a second edict ; is. 
sued at Milan, he ordered those who had purchased of the exchequer, the 
places wherein the Christian converts were accustomed to assemble for wor- 
ship, to restore them to the Christians, and to receive remuneration from the 
government. 

In the same year, 313, Licinius having gained a complete Victory over 
Maximinus, an inveterate enemy of the Christians, he caused the edict of Mj- 
lan to be proclaimed at Nicomedia, June 13th;g and thus terminated thy 
tenth persecution, which had lasted near ten years and four months. 

When the Emperor Dioclesian issued his decree against the Christians. 
ordering their Churches to be destroyed, and the Scriptures to be burnt, 
many were so terrified by the secular power, that they complied with the 
command. ‘These were called Jraditores. Mensurius, Bishop of Car- 
thage, was falsely accused of this crime, and some of his flock, instigated by 
Donatus, Bishop of Casenigra, in Numidia, separated from his communion. 
Ile, soon after, died, when Cecilianus was elee ted in his room, in opposition 
to Brotus and Celesius, who aspired to the Episcopate. It appears, thut it 
had been usual to invite the Bishops of Numidia to attend the consecration 
of the Bishop of Carthage; but in the present case, the neighbouring Pre- 
lates were invited, and Cecilianus was consecrated by Felix, Bishop of Ap- 
tungis. 

The persons in whose hands Mensurius had left the money belonging 
the Charch, not only refused to deliver it up to Cacilianus, but raised a party 
against him. The chief support of this party, besides the disappointed can- 
didates, was Lucilla, a woman of fortune and rank, whom Ceecilianus, when 
only a Deacon, had reprimanded for kissing the relique of a martyr, as sh 
was going to receive the Eucharist.r In this age of the Church, it appears, 
that reliques were not objects of religious worship. The schismatics applied 
to the Bishops of Numidia, to depose po and to elect another in his 
room. For this purpose they came to Carthage, when they found to their 
surprise, that all the city, with the exception of a few schismatics, were in 
communion with their lawful Bishop. Many of the Numidian Bishops were 
Traditors, and were easily prevailed upon by Lucilla, to declare the election 
of Cecilianus void, and the See of Carthage vacant.s 

Cecilianus being thus unjustly and unlawfully deposed, the schismatics 
separated from his communion, and from all who communicated with him; 
and thus formed a party distinct from the universal Church. But he was 
nevertheless acknowledged by the other Bishops of Africa; by the Bishop 
of Rome, and, indeed, by all the Bishops of the world.t The schismatics 
were, at first, called the party of Majorinus,z whom they had elected in the 
room of Cecilianus; but they were afterwards called Donatists, trom ano- 
ther schismatic Bishop of Carthage. 
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The Emperor Constantine issued two decrees in 313, in favour of the 
Christians, directing the Proconsul in Africa to restore the places which had 
been taken from the Christians during the persecution, and to exempt eccle- 
siastics from civil functions.v This privilege was granted only to the Church 
of Carthage, of which Cecilianus was Bishop. The Donatists being greatly 
mortified at this disregard of the emperor for their Churches, sent him a me- 
morial containing several charges against Cecilianus, and solicited him to 
appoint the Bishops of Gaul to hear and examine their complaint. Con- 
stantine acceded to their request, and appointed Matermus, Bishop of Co- 
logne; Rheticius, Bishop of Autun, and Marinus, Bishop of Arles; Pre- 
lates of acknowledged integrity, learning and piety. These were ordered to 
repair to Rome, and, together with Melchiades, the Bishop of that Diocess, 
to decide upon the controversy. Mark, Bishop of Milan, and seven others, 
were subsequently added, and such as could be immediately and conveniently 
assembled, were ordered to join them. Pursuant to these orders, nineteen 
Prelates met at Rome, October 2d, A. D. 313. Cacilianus appeared in per- 
son as the accused, Donatus and Caszenigra, as the accuser. The Council 
met three times, and after the strictest examination, declared Cecilianus in- 
nocent of the charges preferred against him by Donatus, and condemned the 
latter as a slanderer, and the principal author of the schism.a The Dona- 
tists were heard before men of their own choosing, and yet were condemned; 
but unsubdued by the decision of the Council, they continued their schisma- 
tic practices, and their followers occasioned great trouble to the Church for 
three hundred years. 

Melchiades died January 10th, A. D. 314, after having presided over the 
Church of Rome for two years, six months, and eight days.y 
A PARISH MINISTER 


v Euseb. E. H. 1. 10. c. 7, et Cod. Theod. 16, t. 2, 1. 1, p. 20-—w Aug. ep. 166 
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ON REVIVALS. 
Extracted from the Gospel Advocate. 


Ir is not denied, that special revivals or awakenings, as they are termed, 
are not as common with us as with other denominations; but do we not, in 
the regular use of the means of grace, and with a constant dependence upon 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, experienced with a blessing upon those 
means, obtain all the advantages which can be pretended to follow the peri- 
odical excitements in question, without participating in any of their evil. It 
is thought by many, and that not without reason, that these are not warrant- 
ed by the Scriptures; that the history of the church gives no account of any 
thing similar to them; and that they ought not to be encouraged, inasmuch as 
they are the fruitful source of enthusiasm, spiritual pride, and divisions; that 
they obscure the views and distress the minds of many, humble and pious 
Christians; and that they occasion a great neglect of the duties and ordinan- 
ces of religion on the part of the young, who take it for granted, that nothing 
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can be done, or is to be attempted by them, in relation to a future exist, nce 
until they have experienced a sudden conversion in the way, and under th. 
circumstances which have been declared to them as necessary. I would not 
be understood as opposing the sentiment that persons do, in fact become 
Christians, who were not so before, under the operations of an awake ‘hing: 
nor would I call in question, the importance of a deep conviction of sin, aj. 
tended with fears and prayers, and followed by consolations and hopes, i; 
order to perfect a conversion. But, in regard to the former particulars, 
might they not become such, without these adventitious appendages, and th 
hazard to which they are exposed in a different way; and as to the latter, : 
seems to me, that it is an individual and private, rather than a public, and | 
it may be so expressed, a congregated concern. But after all, the object o 
revivals is an addition to the church where they are encouraged, “of sucl) as 
shall be saved.” And this is also the object of all our services and ministra- 
tions. Now, if in a congregational society, for instance, a revival occuys 
once in five years, and during its continuance fifty persons take upon them. 
selves the covenant of faith, and there are no additions in the church in th, 
intervening period, how is it that the state of religion is, in any respect, more 
promising than in an Episcopal Parish, where, in the same term of time, 
without any noise or unusual excitement, ten persons are added to the com- 
munion in each year. And if in the latter case, an equal benefit is received, 
it is certainly unattended by any of the bad consequences which even the 
warmest friends of revivals lament as their invariable attendants. 

And as it regards those who become communicants in the E 2 piscopal 
Church, although I would not judge the heart, for that is the prerogative o; 
the high and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity, yet, if the profession o 
faith, followed by meekness, humility, charity, purity and consistency of life 
and conversation, and extensive usefulness both to the bodies and souls of 
men, affords any evidence of true christianity, I cannot but think that they 
do not, in the least degree, fall behind their brethren of other denominations. 

We may allow to the supporters of revivals their necessitv under their sys- 
tem, while we bless God that we belong to a church that contemplates the 
edification of her members in a way productive of equal good, without its at- 
tendant evils. It belongs to her ministers to co-operate with her design; tosee, 
on the one hand, that their ministrations be not such, as to damp the ardou 
of devotion always expected in her children; and on ‘the other, that they be 
not dazzled by the romantic representations sometimes made of christian so- 
ciety on earth, to attempt to introduce into the church, a certain style of pro- 
ceedings which may be found necessary abread. We pray for the vivitying 
Spirit of God’s grace upon our cle Tey and congregations, under the image o! 
“the continual dew of his blessing,” which “cometh not with observation,” 
noiseless, unpretending; unlike the casual shower, rattling, transient, health- 
ful indeed to vegetation, if the continual dew be withheld, but often rooting 
up the tender plant, or carrying away from beneath it, the depository of its 
future nourishment. Artificial warmth leads to coolness, and coolness to er- 
ror. Tothe degree in which we have maintained the steady flame ever con- 
templated by our church, we are chiefly indebted, under God, for our com- 
parative exemption from the innovations that are wasting other denomina- 
tions. We may contemplate with pleasure, a gradual approach to our views 
on these matters, among those of our dissenting brethren, who retain the sub- 
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stance of the Catholic faith. Among the more considerate of them, it is be- 
lieved, is extending a conviction of the impolicy of much that is published in 
their periodical journals as religious intelligence. It is seen, that after a 
lowing account of the advancement of religion in some place has been pub- 
lished, the progress of a few years or months does aot quite verify the pro- 
mises in which the public were called upon to rejoice. ‘The generality grow 
cold; numbers fall away; a sectarian spirit creeps in; divisions prevail. It 
js felt, that some of the eagerness with which the entrance of so many upon 
the christian life was proclaimed, might have been well supplied by a little 
more steadiness on their part in the subsequent course. 

As a taste too for the study of the Scriptures prevails, it is seen, that this 
taste is apt to be vitiated by the reading of the accounts in question; because, 
they come to be sought with an excess of interest, as novel reading creates a 
distaste for sober history. Above all, it is beginning to be seen, what a dan- 
gerous snare is spread before the young just beginning the christian profes- 
sion, when they are thus held up to the world as monuments of the saving 
grace of God; they, for whom spiritual pride, above all things, is to be fear- 
ed; whose most difficult and necessary lesson is, to learn unto how little they 
have already attained. At best, they are just girding on the harness. Should 
not they, and others in their behalf, avoid all approaches to such language, as 
might best benefit those who are putting it offr” 


- —<—f-— -— 
faiscellancous Entelligence. 


Diocess of Georgia.—Extracted from the Journal of the Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of Georgia, held April 24th and 25th, 1826. 

Divine service was conducted by the Rev. A. Carter, Rector of Christ 
Church, Savannah; and a sermon, adapted to the occasion, was delivered by 
the Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Augusta. 

After the religious services, the Convention assembled—when the Right 
Rev. Bishop Bowen, as President, ea-officio, took the chair. 

The Bishop then delivered the following Address to the Convention: 


My Brethren of the Clergy and of the Laity: 
Although the provisions of the Canon, by which it is made the duty of the 


Bishop, at every annual Convention, to deliver an address, stating his pecu- 
liar official transactions, and the occurrences which have taken place within 
the preceding year, affecting the condition of the Churches over which he 
presides, can scarcely be considered to embrace a case like that of the imper- 
fect Diocesan relations which we reciprocally sustain—yet, it may be pro- 
per, that even the little which circumstances have admitted of my having to 
communicate, in conformity with the spirit and design of the Canon, should, 
on this occasion, be stated and recorded. You are aware of the obstacles 
which make my being occupied among you more frequently, and to a great- 
er extent, in co-operation with the excellent and highly esteemed ministers, to 
whom Providence has assigned this as the scene of their usefulness—that 
which I must in vain desire—and are prepared to expect-no report of servi- 
ces proper to the office which I here provisionally bear, calculated, in any 
considerable degree, either to inform or interest you. 
60S. MESS.—VOL. JI. 28 
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At an early period after your last meeting, in Convention, the certifjeay, 
required by the 7th Canon of our Church, was addressed to me by you; 
Standing Committee, in behalf of Mr. Henry Hood, desiring to be receive d 
and registered as a candidate for Holy Orders. Mr. Hood was, accordingly 
so received and registered; but subsequently removing to the Diocess o; 
Pennsylvania, he obtained from me letters dimissory to the Bishop of tha 
Diocess. There is no other candidate for Holy Orders, at present, in this 
portion of our Church. It is reasonable to hope, that a field of service, so in. 
teresting as that which the interior of this state opens to the view of such as 
hold the faith of Christ as we do, will yet attract some, who will worthil, 
pursue in it the glory of his name, and the happiness of their fellow-men. |; 
is melancholy to advert to the fact, that, while other callings are so honour. 
ably supplied with the native talent and character of the state, that of the 
Ministry, and especially in the Communion of which we are members, 
should not yet have claimed, in a greater degree, this important advantage 
It has pleased the Divine Head and Lord of the Church, that, in several in- 
stances, you should have the benefit of the eminent zeal and ability of men, 
dedicated in other portions of our common country, to this calling; and, in 
their hands, we see the work of the Lord prospering to such extension of the 
borders of our Church, as embraces many dispersed members of it, who had 
long been without the comfort of its peculiar ministrations. ‘The effect o 
their solicitude and labour is, unavoidably, however, far less than they desire: 
and you cannot but enter, with an animated sympathy, into the feelings with 
which they look on “fields whitening to the harvest,’ and “pray to the 
Lord of the harvest,” to raise up some in aid of them, who may be willing 
to take up its labour. 

Among the youth of the state, zealous for its welfare and honour, and duly 
impressed with “the truth as it is in Jesus,” why should the hope not be 
cherished, that some will offer themselves candidates for this service, how- 
ever arduous as to its character, and however unpromising, temporally at 
least, as to its rewards. 

In the mean time, it is important that you spare no pains to obtain such 
assistance as may be supplied from other portions of our Church; and, while 
your diligent attention is given to the procuring such assistance, it is not, 
perhaps, presuming beyond the merits of the case, to hope, that the attention 
of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society may see, in such representa- 
tions of it as your Delegates to the ensuing General Convention may be in- 
structed to make to them, reasons for an appropriation in your favour oi 
some portion of the funds which may be at their disposal. I am confident, 
that a more worthy call upon the attention of that Institution could scarcely 
be addressed to it, than that which you might prefer, in behalf of the interior 
of the State of Georgia. The circumstances, on the due consideration ot 
which this confident persuasion, on my part, rests, may not improperly be 
represented with some particularity, by your Delegates, to the Society's 
Board of Directors. 

The exertions of the Society instituted among yourselves, for the advance- 
ment of Christianity, should not, at the same time, permit me to suggest, be 
relaxed, for the same end, viz: the procuring means for defraying the ex- 

se of Missions, to be located in some of the more interesting parts of your 
inner country. 





1$26.] Miscellaneous Intelligence. 219 


{n March last, the Rev. Mr. Elliott, of South-Carolina, was commended 

by me, to the attention of some officers of your Society, as one desiring to be 
rofessionally occupied in the State. He received a temporary Missionary 

appointment; but has not yet, it is understood, extended his services to other 

aces than St. Simons’ and Darien; where there is a prospect of his being 
acceptably and usefully engaged. 

In the performance of visitation duty, it has been permitted me to visit, re- 
cently, Christ Church, in Savannah, where, as before, I have witnessed the 
effects of a faithful and judicious Ministry. Forty-six persons were, on this 
occasion, confirmed. You have partaken, with me, in the satisfaction of the 
only official visit, which I have been able, since your last meeting, to make; 
and we are together here, as witnesses of the success of Missionary services, 
rendered in the best spirit and character of such services. ‘The esteem and 
confidence which the Rev. Mr. Jones has already caused to rest upon him, 
personally and professionally, are promissory of his making himself, in this 
fourishing portion of the State, the instrument of an honourable advancement 
of the work, to which, with a pious zeal so pure, and with a character of 
manners and dispositions so amiable, he is devoted. 

Of the manner, in which, by your counsel and aid, it may be practicable 
for you to strengthen the hands, and put forward the success of the labours of 
Mr. Jones, you are better able to judge than myself. May the anxieties 
which you are concentrating on this thus far, happy enterprise, be crowned 
with the fullness of his blessing, from whom alone the success of all our 
counsels, and all our works, however good and just, can proceed. 

In the absence, Brethren, of any thing more to be stated of duty perform- 
ed by myself, among you, within the year, it may not be unsuitable to take 
the occasion of my first meeting you in Convention, to lay before you a state- 
ment of all the Episcopal transactions and services, affecting this portion of 
our Church, of which I have knowledge, and which, being yet no where col- 
lectively on record, are but partially known by those whom they are calcu- 
lated to interest. 

Having had his attention invited to the condition of Congregations of our 
Communion in this State, Bishop Smith, of South-Carolina, as early as in 
1798—and from that time forward, until his death in 1802—by correspond- 
ence, sought to cherish and preserve them in soundness and stability. 
Through the Rev. Mr. Strong, then of Oglethorpe County, he became ac- 
quainted with the merits of Mr. James Hamilton Ray, an officer, at that 
time, of Washington Academy, in Wilkes County, as a candidate for Holy 
Orders. Mr. Ray, as is shown by a register in my possession, was ordained 
Deacon and Priest in the Spring of 1801. He lived a useful and honoured 
Minister in Greene County a few years after, and died in 1805, greatly la- 
mented, as the faithful and able Pastor of a numerous and affectionate flock. 
At about the same time, or a little earlier, a Mr. Guirey, who had been a 
Preacher of the Methodist persuasion, was admitted, on the faith of recom- 
mendatory testimonials from this State, to Deacon’s Orders. This appears 
tohave taken place without the reasonable satisfaction of the judgment of 
persons most acquainted with Mr. Guirey; and the Bishop is known to have 
regretted that he had been misled by testimonials, at least carelessly given, 
into the measure. 1am not informed where, or under what circumstances, 
Mr. Guirey exercised the Ministry in this State. 
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From 1802, until 1812, the Episcopal office was vacant in South-Ca;o. 
lina; and it was not until 1815, that any acts, proper to that office, were per. 
formed in behalf of your Congregations. In the Spring of that year, the jn. 
Bishop Dehon visited Savannah, consecrated the Church there, then recent. 
ly re-built, the Rev. Mr. Cranston being Rector of it, and administered cop. 
frmation, about fifty persons having, on that occasion, been presented to 
him as subjects of the rite. In March, 1821, St. Paul’s Church, in Augusta. 
was consecrated by him who is now addressing you, assisted by the Rey. 
Mr, Smith, then, as now, Rector of it, and the Rev. Mr. Anthon, then off. 
ciating in South-Carolina. The Congregation of this Church, recently re. 
organized, by the peculiarly happy labours of Mr. Smith, was then found in 
a flourishing condition, and 21 persons were confirmed. 

In April, 1823, Christ Church, in Savannah, was again visited—the Rey, 
Mr. Carter having succeeded Mr. Cranston, (removed by death) in the 
charge of it—when seventy-eight persons were confirmed. In the month of 
November following, the Church at Augusta was visited by ine, and cigh. 
teen persons confirmed. Since that period, I have made no official visit. to 
any part of the Diocess, until the late occasion, already reported, of my be- 
ing at Savannah. 

My Brethren, it would constitute to me a great happiness, to be able to be 
more among you, and with the best endeavours of which I might be capable, 
to help onward the work of my Brethren, who, as your Ministers, are so ex. 
cellently fulfilling their obligations. As circumstances are, I must be content 
fervently to wish and pray, that their work may go happily forward; regret. 
ting that I cannot be so associated with them, in its prosecution, as to be 
more than in a very small degree, auxiliary to its success. 

The circumstances, Brethren, of your present situation, as a Diocess, have 
in them more than a little of discouragement. You are indeed a little flock; 
and the depression under which our whole community is at present labouring, 
makes your possession of pecuniary means, such as the exigencies of your 
case require, almost impracticable. Yet, I trust, you will not, by any dis- 
couragement, be diverted from your course. You are sincerely persuaded, 
that, with the Church of which you are members, divine truth, as Jesus and 
his Apostles taught it, is deposited as a sacred charge. You see, in the 
principles and institutions of this Church, nothing but what the plain warrant 

of Scripture—nothing but what is indisputably evangelical, and calculated to 
have a moral influence, most favorable to human happiness, temporal and 
eternal, individual and social. It is sound Christianity, the faith and influ- 
ence of which, you are desirous, as Protestant Episcopalians, to diffuse. {0 
perfect charity with all men, however tenacious of prejudices, which will not 
permit them, as Christians, to believe and worship as you do, it is for you to 
prosecute, with a firm and steady perseverance, the way in which your priv- 
ciples require you to walk. In that way, it may be, that few, comparative- 
ly few, will choose to join themselves to you. Yet, be it your solicitude and 
purpose, not to be tempted for the sake of the pleasure of men, to forsake it, 
or to surrender that which you hold to be good and true, and warranted by 
the most venerable authority and precedent, to the perpetual demand for that 
which is new, and adapted to that popular taste and feeling, which are, ' 
fact, often mere indifferency to all religious truth, and all religious constrail- 
ing obligation. Most of all, you will see, I doubt not, the indispensable ne- 
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cessity of commending yourself to every man’s conscience in the sight of 
God; of so showing the fruits of faith in the whole of common life and char- 
acter, that all who will not adopt them, may at least be constrained to admit, 
and admitting, to admire, the practical excellency of your principles. 
Cleansed from all iniquity, let it be seen as your main anxiety and endea- 
your, to show yourselves, however few, in all the relations and intercourse of 
the world, “‘a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

It may not be unacceptable, that, before I close this address, I should sub- 
join a word of advice, proper for your incipient existence, asa Diocess of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in these United States. ‘The History of your 
Church since its organization, especially by the transmission of the Episcopal 
character from the parent Church, should be known by all. This, as digest- 
ed into succinct narrative by the venerable and excellent Bishop of Pennsy|- 
yania,* is accessible to every one. Let me recommend to all my Brethren 
of the Laity, the perusal of this interesting Memoir. The existing regula- 
tions of the Church, as contained in its Canons and Constitution, should also 
be considered part of necessary knowledge to all the members of our com- 
munion: and from the Laity, the Clergy will reasonably expect all the assist- 
ance they can render, in enforcing all such regulations as are designed to pro- 
mote the interests of the Church, and protect its character and integrity, 
against all intrusion or admixture of whatsoever is inconsistent with its doc- 
trine, its discipline, its prescribed worship—as well as with moral soundness 
and purity in the conduct, especially of its Ministry. Peculiar care and cir- 
cumspection are necessary in the giving testimonials, preparatory, at any 
stage, to Holy Orders. Let me recommend these to my Brethren, both of 
Clergy and the Laity. 

I will add nothing more, but in general to advise, that as much knowledge 
of our peculiar institutions, and the principles on which they are founded, be 
sought, as may be necessary to your being firmly and satisfactorily settled in 
that adherence to them, to which you already are persuaded they are entit- 
led. Constant and consistent—may you, my Brethren, maintain your “good 
profession before many witnesses”—and may the Lord of your faith give you 
to go rejoicing forward, through all the interests and duties of your relation 
tohim here, as members of his visible Church on Earth, to the glory of the 
Church, triumphant in Heaven. NATHANIEL BOWEN. 


The whole number of Baptisms reported were 41; Communicants, 164; 
Sunday School Children, about 200. 

The following account of St. Paul’s Church, Augusta, is given in a note: 

The Parish of St. Paul’s, Augusta, was incorporated a considerable time 
prior to the Revolution. By a Report of “the Society (in England) for pro- 
pagating the Gospel in foreign parts,” it appears, that the Rev. Mr. Frink was 
Rector of the Parish in 1764. He states to the Society, that there was then 
a good Parsonage, and a Glebe of fifteen acres of land. In 1770, the Rey. 
Mr. Ellington wrote to the Society, that, in the three years then last past, he 
had baptised 428, married 62 couples, and that his communicants amounted 
toatout 40. After the Revolution, the Glebe was confiscated and applied 
to the endowment of an Academy. A Church was subsequently erected on 


* Dr. White, in his work entitled “Memoirs of the Protestant Episcopal Church.” 
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the site of the present St. Paul’s, which was open to all denaminations 
The Rev. Mr. Boyd, however, an Episcopal Clergyman, generally officiated 
and was regarded as the Rector of the Parish. He took charge of the Par. 
ish some time previous to the year 1790, and removed from Augusta in 
1798—9, to Natchez or New-Orleans, where, it is believed, he died, a few 
years afterwards. The members of this Parish afterwards, generally, be- 
came attached to other denominations, and no attempts were made to re-or. 
ganize it, until the fall of 1818, or winter of 19—when an Act of Incorpora. 
tion was obtained from the Legislature, which was altered and amended, op 
an application to the next Legislature. The corner stone of the present 
Church was laid in the spring of 19—but the building was not in a state of 
sufficient forwardness to be occupied until March, 1820—and was not con- 
secrated until March, 1821. 

St. Paul’s is built of brick—its length is 94 feet, and its breadth 62—;; 
contains 124 Pews on the ground floor, and 14 in the Organ gallery, there 
being no side galleries. The pitch of the ceiling is 28 feet—it is of the Gre- 
cian Doric order—and in point of chastness, simplicity, and beauty, js 
scarcely exceeded by any Church in our country. The design was furnish- 
ed by Mr. John Lund, the Architect, by whom it was built. The cost of the 
building was upwards of 25,000 dollars. It has been furnished, by subscrip- 
tion, with an Organ of superior tone and finish, built by Mr. Hall, of New- 
York, the cost of which was 2,500 dollars. The female part of the Congre- 
gation subscribed the sum of 400 dollars for a service of Communion plate— 
and a bell of 15 cwt. has also been procured by the liberal contributions o; 
the Congregation. 

The Rev. Hugh Smith, at that time Rector of St. Ann’s Church, Brooklyn, 
L. I. was elected to the Rectorship of St. Paul’s in the spring of 1819, and 
entered upon his duties in the fall of the same year. ‘There were, at that 
time, only four resident Communicants—since that period, the whole num- 
ber registered is 70, but deaths and removals have reduced that number to 
55. 

The Rev. I. Smith offered the following, which was unanimously accept- 
ed: 
Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Convention, it is highly expedient, 
that an Episcopal Church be erected in the town of Macon, and that it be, 
and hereby is, recommended to the members of the Church in the said town 
of Macon, to appoint a committee to solicit subscriptions for this object, and 
also to make application to the Legislature of the State of Georgia, for the 
grant of a lot on which to build said Church, and that it be further recom- 
mended by this Convention to the members of the Church throughout the 
State, to contribute to the same. 

North-Carolina Convention.—The Convention of the Diocess of North- 
Carolina, was held in St. Matthew’s Church, Hillsborough, from May 15th 
to May 22d, 1826, both days inclusive. There were present, the Bishop 
(Dr. Ravenscroft,) and eight Clergymen, and Lay Delegates from ten Par- 
ishes. ‘Three Clerical Members did not attend. The Parochial Reports 
give the following result: Baptisms, Adults, 49, Infants, 363; not defined, 
69; Coloured Children, 25. Total, 506. Marriages, 30; Burials, 119; 
Communicants, 682. These do not appear to be very accurately reported. 
Number of Sunday School Children not stated. 
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The Bishop’s Address is styled the Episcopal Journal. Our limits will 
only permit us to copy the following interesting extracts. On the last day 
of the Convention, the Bishop delivered an Episcopal Charge to the Clergy 
and Laity, for which, at present, we have no room. 

«From the whole, however, it will appear, I trust, that the interests of the 
Church are advancing with an accelerated progress, and with them, the in- 
separable interests of our holy religion. Three new congregations are added 
toour number. ‘Three Churches have been consecrated to the service of 
Almighty God, one of them a new building. Four ordinations have taken 
place, two Deacons and two Priests. The close of the conventional year 
finds us, through the goodness of God, in perfect harmony and union; and 
we have but to cast our eyes to the building in which we are assembled, to 
realize “the good hand of our God upon us for good,” to cause our hearts to 
dilate with gratitude and praise to him who, in the providence of his overrul- 
ing government, hath prospered the endeavours and made fruitful the labours 
of his servants; and to strengthen and encourage us to persevere in carrying 
on the holy cause committed to our trust, and to promote and forward it, to 
the extent of the ability God hath given us. 

“In the performance of my Episcopal duties, since the last Convention, I 
have travelled 2218 miles, preached ninety times, and (including those dur- 
ing the Convention) confirmed 191 persons. 

“Having thus laid before you, my Reverend and-Lay Brethren, those de- 
tails which my duty requires, I trust it will not be considered improper, on 
my part, to request your particular attention to the financial concerns of the 
Diocess. ‘The period is not distant, if indeed it is not already come, when 
the increasing labours of the Episcopate cannot be performed within the six 
months allotted to them; neither can it be far distant, when the congregation 
which, at present, employs and compensates half my time, will feel, beyond 
bearing much longer, the unprofitable nature of those broken and divided ser- 
vices, which my almost exclusive occupation with the affairs of the Diocess 
compel me to render to them. They have hitherto borne, with great pa- 
tience, the nearly entire privation of all other services from me, beyond the 
public services of the Sabbath. But they ought not to be required to conti- 
nue under so very great a sacrifice of the most profitable part of ministerial 
duty. With another year, the last instalment of the subscription to the Epis- 
copal fund will be on demand, and the unexpended surplus only, will be 
available as a permanent fund. Under these circumstances, and the failure, 
in a great degree, of the plan adopted at the Jast Convention, it appears 
prudent at least, if not absolutely necessary, that the present Convention 
should meet the emergency with such prospective measures as may, in a rea- 
sonable time, release the Bishop from parochial charge, and enable him to 
give his individual attention to the Diocess.” 


Washington [Episcopal] College, Hartford—At a meeting of the Trus- 
tees of this Institution, held May 10, 1826, the Rev. Hector Humphreys, 
A.M. was unanimously elected Professor of Ancient Languages. Wash- 
ing College, though in its very infancy, and thus far withgut state patronage, 
isin a flourishing condition. The buildings already completed, are planned 
and executed in fine taste. There is an extensive cabinet of minerals, a li- 
brary, and philosophical apparatus, attached to the institution; and the im- 
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provement of the adjoining grounds, designed for botanical and other py, 
‘one. is rapidly advancing. Upwards of fifty Students have joined the ol 
ege, and a President and three Professors, at present, manage its concerns 
—Am. Eagle. 


a 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopa; 
Church.—The Board of Directors held their Annual Meeting in Philadel 
phia, May 19 and 20,1826. ‘The Treasurer’s Accounts were examined ad 
allowed, and an executive committee, appointed to act until the triennia| 
meeting of the Society in November next; with directions to ascertain a sy;r. 
able place for the labours of a Protestant Episcopal Missionary in Soy;p. 
America. The Rev. Levi S. Ives, was chosen Corresponding Secretary. jy 
place of the Rev. George Bovd, resigned. About $2000 have been expend. 
ed during the past year in aid of the Missions in Michigan, Missouri, an¢ 
other parts of the western states.— Church Register. 
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EPISCOPAL ACTS. By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of 
ORDINATIONS. the P.E. Cc. in New- York. On Tw 4 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Ravenscroft, Bishop day, May 2, 1826, in St. John’s Church 
he Pride hr te Yoh Me, Sil re 
orth-Carolina. Qn Sunday, April 30, Gite ms «xscape e Holy 
1826, in St. Paul's Church, Edenton, o eacons, and the Rev. John 


Mr. Philip B. Wiley, was admitted to West, Deacon, admitted to the Hol; 
; Order of Priests. 


the Holy Order of Deacons. , : 
By the Right Rer. Dr. Moore, Bishop of the By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop : 
P. E. C. in Virginia. On Trinity Sun- the Eastern Diocess. On Wednesday. May 
day, May 21, 1826, in St. Paul's 17, 1826, in St. Michael’s Church, Bris. 
Church, Lynchburgh, (Va.) the Rev. tol, (R. I.) Mr. Southerland Douglas, 
John T. Brooke; the Rev. Mark L. Che- and Mr. Benjamin C. C. Parker, wer 
vers; the Rev. John P. M‘Guire; the admitted to the Holy Order of Dea 
Rev. Stephen S. Gunter; the Rev. Ro- — 
bert B. Croes, Deacons, were admitted —s 
to the Holy Order of Priests. : ade adidas Tae 
By the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp, Bishop of By the Right Rev. Dr. Ravenscroft, Bishop 
the P. E. C. in Maryland. On Sunday, of North-Carolina. On Sunday, Ma) 
May 28, 1826, in St. Paul's Church, 21, 1826, St. Matthew's Church, Hills- 
Baltimore, Mr. Matthias Harris, was borough, (N.C.) was solemnly conse- 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; crated to the Christian worship of Al 
and the Rev R. H.B. Mitchell, the mighty God. 
Rev. Joseph S. Covell, the Rev. John By the Right Rev. Dr. White, Bishop ¢/ 
Claxton, and the Rev. Henry N. Pennsylvania. On Wednesday, May 
Hotchkiss, Deacons, were admitted to 10, 1826, Christ Church, in the Borough 
the Hol Order of Priests. of Reading, (Pa.) was solemnly conse: 
By the Right Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of crated to the Christian worship of Al 
the P. E. Church in Pennsylvania. On mighty God. 
Thursday, May 11, 1826, at Reading, 
(Pa.) the Rev. Wm. Eldred, Deacon, was Nae: 6 
admitted to the Holy Order of Priests; "=. 1008 
end Mr. W.R. Bownsh,to thatof Dee. © CALENDAR FOR JULY, 102 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 


cons. 
By the Right Rev. Dr. Croes, Bishop of the Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 


P. E. C. in New-Jersey. On Wednes- 1 

day, May 31, 1826, at Salem, (N. J.) Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 
the Rev. C. F. Cruse, Deacon, was ad- St. James the Apostle. — 
mitted to the Holy Order of Priests. 30. Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 
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